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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-9 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 _1 5 received on 04.01 .2006 with letter of 04.01 .2006 

Drawings, Sheets 

A/5-5/5 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and>tor any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 . Although claims 1 and 15 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other only 
with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought and in 
respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The 
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

Furthermore document DE 1 025 752 B (D1) (see column 1 , line 54 to column 3, line 7 and 
figures) discloses all the features of the independent claim 15. Consequently the subject- 
matter of this claim is not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 



2. Document DE 1 025 752 B (D1) discloses a belt sander, comprising: 
a housing (1 1,12); 

two rollers (14,15) which are bearing mounted in the housing (11,12) and which are 
adapted to guide a sanding belt (13), wherein a sanding surface lies parallel to the 
common external tangent plane of the rollers and wherein a sanding area is located 
between the rollers (14,15) in the sanding surface; 

a support structure (12) placed between the rollers for supporting the sanding belt 
(see column 1 , line 54 to column 3, line 7 and figures). 

In order to ensure that the reference surface of the sanding depth reference member and 
the active part of the sanding belt run parallel to each other, in claim 1 a new belt sander is 
proposed wherein a releasable sanding depth reference member extending on at least one 
side of the sanding area for the purpose of obtaining a reference surface, said sanding 
depth reference member lies against the support structure and is adapted to support the 
sanding belt in the sanding area. 

None of the cited documents discloses or suggests this solution and the requirements of 
novelty and inventive step of the PCT are fulfilled. 

3. Claims 2 to 14 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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